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Palmer Drought
Index +

-1.0to -1.99

Table 2, Rhode Island Drought Indices and Phases

Crop Moisture
Index

Precipitation +

Slightly Dry

-2.01to -2.99

-10tc-1.9
Abnormally Dry

2 month cumulative below

65% of normal

Ground Water** +

1 month below normal 1
month below normal

At least 2 out of 3
months below normal

Stream flow +

2 consecutive
months below
normal

3 consecutive
months below
normal

Reservoirs*

Reservoir
levels at or
near normal for
the time of
year

Small index
Reservoirs
below normal

-3.0to -3.99

-20to-29
Excessively Dry

1 of the following criteria

met: 3 month cum. <65% or

& month cum. <70% or
12 month cum. =70%

+ Major Hydrologic Indicators.

** Local triggers from the water system supply management plans will also be considered in a assessing drought phases on a regional basis. The

= -2.9 Severely
Dry

2 out of 3 of the above
criteria met:
3 month cum. <65% and
6 month cum. <65% ar
& month cum. <=65% and
12 month cum. <65% or
3 month cum. <65% and
12 manth cum. <65%

4-5 consecutive months
below normal

At least 4 out
of §
consecutive

Medium index
Reservoirs
below normal

WRB staff will review local plans and work with suppliers to coordinate regarding drought phases and to collect, review and report surface
servoir and ground water data.

Mormal” is defined as the statistical a\rerage of the data for the FErIle of record. PEﬂ!EIﬂﬁQE for precmrtanan are relative to normal.

ZUSGS
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Current
Drought Phase

Returning to Normal

Next Drought Phase

Emergency-continued below
normal conditions

Reduce Drought Phase
by one category

Groundwater levels at or above normal
and no precipitation deficit for past 3

months; and/or water resource
problems which prompted the

emergency have abated

Emergency-worsening conditions
or continued below normal
conditions

2 consecutive months of groundwater
levels at or above normal and near
normal precipitation for past 6 months

Warning-worsening conditions
Watch continued below normal

Watch-worsening conditions

2 consecutive months of groundwater
levels at or above normal and near
normal precipitation for past 6 months

2 consecutive months of groundwater
levels at or above normal and near
normal precipitation for past 3 months




Average Monthly Streamflow Conditions
October - December
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Northeast

USGS 01111500 BRANCH RIVER AT FGHESTDALE Rl
(Drainage area: 91.2 square miles, length of record: 83 - 84 years)

=
=
:
[
et
&
o
£
=
[
=
ﬂ,:l‘
=
m
=
[
g
=
&
0
2
m
=
m
O

JAN MAR MAY JuL SEP MY JAN MAR MAY JuL

- =USGS WaterWatch 2024 2025

4 I

Explanahnn Percentule dasses

5 10-24 | 2575 7690 95 |B0th peroentie
ighe=: Flow

Mush belcw Naormal .-E;.E:P.-;ﬂ Marmal rﬁ":-".fi Much above normal



http://www.usgs.gov/

Northeast

o e TN T et IO e

© USGS 01114500 WOONASQUATUCKET RIVER AT CENTERDALE. RI
(Drainage area: 38.3 square miles, length of record: 81 - 82 years}

2000

1000

L=
=
:
[ 5]
fra]
g
i
]
=3
[
=
ﬂ.:l‘
=
m
-
[
g
L=
&
i
<
m
=
I
O

JAN MAR MAY JuL JuL SEP MY

; EUSGS WaterWatch 2024 02| ast updated: 2025.02-06

Explanatmn Percentule drasses '

5 10-24 | 25-75  76-90 g5 |B0th percentie

highest | Fgw |
Mush beloaw Harmal .-E;#:’".-E] Harmal ,-'?ﬂ':-":i Much above normal

science for a changing world


http://www.usgs.gov/

Southern

i R Y - R 21,1 PSS ISR g AN T S R A 3 T D

LISGS {}‘I‘I‘I?E{}D F’AWCATU C RIVER AT WGDD RWER JLI NCTION, RI
(Drainage area: 100 square miles, length of record: 82 - 83 years)

JAN FAR MAY JUL SEP Inky JAN JUL SEP RO

= USGS WaterWatch 224 SOE | ost updated: 2025.02-06

7 v ’}* ’n—.—‘ W o <.., "

Explanatmn Percentile dasses

o perertie 5 | 1024 | 2575 | 76-90

Much below Narmal | gy | Marmal | Aboue



http://www.usgs.gov/

Southern

BN RPN DL 2 TA ST PSSR QPSRN R F O ST

LISGS {}111T5{}{} F’AWCAU CK FEIUEFE AT WOOD Ftl‘u"EFt JUNCTION, RI
(Drainage area: 100 square miles, length of record: 82 - 83 years)

=
|
:
5]
e
&
2
)
=
[ ]
E
ﬂ,:l‘
=
m
=
L)
s
=
&
i
2
m
=
I
]

2021 2022 2023 2024 2028

. & USGS WaterWatch Last upciea: 2025.02.06 |

Explanation - Percentile classes

95 inhpercerie 5 | 10-24 | 25.75 | 76.90 | 95 |S0Mpercentic

Much belew Harmal .-"::.':I:i'-."'m Marmal Fauad] kuch above normal



http://www.usgs.gov/

B B e

Southern

USGS 01117800 WOOD RIVER NEAR ARCADIA, RI
(Drainage area: 35.2 square miles, length of record: 59 - 60 years)
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Palmer Drought
Index +

-1.0to -1.99

Table 2, Rhode Island Drought Indices and Phases

Crop Moisture
Index

Precipitation +

Slightly Dry

-2.01to -2.99

-10tc-1.9
Abnormally Dry

2 month cumulative below

65% of normal

Ground Water** +

1 month below normal 1
month below normal

At least 2 out of 3
months below normal

Stream flow +

2 consecutive
months below
normal

3 consecutive
months below
normal

Reservoirs*

Reservoir
levels at or
near normal for
the time of
year

Small index
Reservoirs
below normal

-3.0to -3.99

-20to-29
Excessively Dry

1 of the following criteria

met: 3 month cum. <65% or

& month cum. <70% or
12 month cum. =70%

+ Major Hydrologic Indicators.

** Local triggers from the water system supply management plans will also be considered in a assessing drought phases on a regional basis. The

= -2.9 Severely
Dry

2 out of 3 of the above
criteria met:
3 month cum. <65% and
6 month cum. <65% ar
& month cum. <=65% and
12 month cum. <65% or
3 month cum. <65% and
12 manth cum. <65%

4-5 consecutive months
below normal

At least 4 out
of §
consecutive

Medium index
Reservoirs
below normal

WRB staff will review local plans and work with suppliers to coordinate regarding drought phases and to collect, review and report surface
servoir and ground water data.

Mormal” is defined as the statistical a\rerage of the data for the FErIle of record. PEﬂ!EIﬂﬁQE for precmrtanan are relative to normal.
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Current
Drought Phase

Returning to Normal

Next Drought Phase

Emergency-continued below
normal conditions

Reduce Drought Phase
by one category

Groundwater levels at or above normal
and no precipitation deficit for past 3

months; and/or water resource
problems which prompted the

emergency have abated

Emergency-worsening conditions
or continued below normal
conditions

2 consecutive months of groundwater
levels at or above normal and near
normal precipitation for past 6 months

Warning-worsening conditions
Watch continued below normal

Watch-worsening conditions

2 consecutive months of groundwater
levels at or above normal and near
normal precipitation for past 6 months

2 consecutive months of groundwater
levels at or above normal and near
normal precipitation for past 3 months
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? StateW|de averages for streamflow (17%) 7
groundwater (26%)

— Northern regions recovery from the December rains
was short lived

— Northwest meets Watch criteria for groundwater

— Northeast, Northwest and Central East meet Watch
criteria for surface water

— Only Southern and northeastern regions meet the
return to normal criteria for groundwater
» Northeast — Dec (38%), Jan (26%)
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