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Drought Phase

Palmer Drought

Index +

-1.0to -1.99

Table 2, Rhode Island Drought Indices and Phases

Crop Moisture
Index

Precipitation +

Slightly Dry

-2.01to -2.99

-10tc-1.9
Abnormally Dry

2 month cumulative below
65% of normal

Ground Water** +

1 month below normal 1
month below normal

At least 2 out of 3
months below normal

Stream flow +

2 consecutive
months below
normal

3 consecutive
months below
normal

Reservoirs*

Reservoir
levels at or
near normal for
the time of
year

Small index
Reservoirs
below normal

-3.0to -3.99

-20to-29
Excessively Dry

1 of the following criteria
met: 3 month cum. <65% or
& month cum. <70% or
12 month cum. =70%

4-5 consecutive months
below normal

At least 4 out
of §
consecutive
months below
normal

Medium index
Reservoirs
below normal

+ Major Hydrologic Indicators.

** Local triggers from the water system supply management plans will also be considered in a assessing drought phases on a regional basis. The

= -2.9 Severely
Dry

2 out of 3 of the above
criteria met:
3 month cum. <65% and
6 month cum. <65% ar
& month cum. <=65% and
12 month cum. <65% or
3 month cum. <65% and
12 manth cum. <65%

Al least 6 out
aof ¥
consecutive
maonths below
normal

WRB staff will review local plans and work with suppliers to coordinate regarding drought phases and to collect, review and report surface
servoir and ground water data.

ormal” is defined as the statistical average of the data for the FErIle of record. Percentages for precmrtahan are relative to normal.

ZUSGS

science for a changing world



http://www.usgs.gov/

Average Motly Streamflow ondltlons
____ September - November

L D

> e

&
i ascnagﬁ.-

5 1|ﬂ1ﬁe|d_

G |'eem'il

i ascoa'J )
= c": e -

i |
Nm tﬁ Sntua =

5 1f°ﬂwﬁ5éll:d Bt
.

North 5 citua

R HOD B

'i}.-, -
-'-“:”l 158ttt Puer

Aoharlt
Vesterly

.
F'us ttF‘Jel

il
l F_.-Lct'cl
<
L L l 1-;-%&F'ie|'
',"_f.harli W

JCharle

g
| F
|
|

Rhode [s
Sound


http://www.usgs.gov/

nthly Streamflow Condltlons

September - November
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Average Monthly Streamflow Conditions
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| Reglon o Q3/2022 Q4/2022 Q5/2022 Q6/2022 Q7/2022 Q8/2022 'Q9/2022 Q10/2022 Q11/2022
§Number of Gages ‘.
% Northwest (1) 66 36 81 67 38 ;
- Northeast (4) 59 38 76 82 54 2
% Central West (1) 25 40 43 26 41 :
"f CentralEast(4) 56 42 46 49 49 v
Eastern (0) No Gages-----------

Southern (11) 57 31 30 36 54 34

New SI('\(;))reham NG Gages
I L e P e R e L R
= 3/2022 4/2022 5/2022 6/2022 7/2022 -~ 8/2022 - 9/2022 ~10/2022 11/2022
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W6i117350'k
01117370
0111742§“A
01417430

Station Iiié‘ryne

: f»:; ;HV.UNT R 250 FT DS FRY BRK AT FRENCHTOWN RI

HUNT RIVER NEAR EAST GREENWICH RI
CHIPUXET RIVER AT WEST KINGSTON, RI
QUEEN R AT LIBERTY RD AT LIBERTY RI
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I Explanation - Percentile classes |
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LISES ﬂ‘l 11 151]4] EHANCH F-'.I"u"EH AT FORESTDALE, Rl
(Drainage area: 91.2 square miles, length of record: B2 - ELEI- years)
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L.ISES 01 1 1451]1}WD-D NASD‘UATL.IG I{I:_I' F-'.I"JEF-'. AT EENTEF-'.DALE F-'.I
{Drainage area: 38.3 square miles, length of record: 80 - 81 y&ars]

A
=
[
[
P A]
L]
L
i
o

e
P A]
LA

[
L]

-

v
=
L]
=

-

L
I A]

Lol
[
18]

L
[
L]

-l

i
i
o
I
L
L
=
L1u]
T

—

-
I

=

JAN MAF MAY JUL =EP MO JUL =EP

= USGS WaterWatch oz 2022

Last updated:
”j e ”.ﬂ.)‘» 'P; z > : =

Explanatmn Percentule dasses

et e 5 1024 | 2575 | 76.90 | 95 [BOth peroenie

' . Flow
USGS =T Mush beloaw Harmal .-E;#:’".-E] Harmal ,-'?ﬂ':-":i Much above normal

science for a changing world



http://www.usgs.gov/

LISES D1 1 1?H{IID W-DDD F-'.I"u'EH NEAF-'. AF-'.CADIA HI
(Drainage area. 35.2 square miles, length of record; 57 - 58 years)
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USESH’I 1 1?51]4] F’AWGATUEH HI‘-.-"EF-'. AT WD-DD HI‘-.-"EF-'. JLIN-ETI-DN F-'.I
{ Drainage area: 100 square miles, length of record: 81 - 82 years)
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USGS 01117500 PAWCATUCK RIVER AT WOOD RIVER JUNCTION, RI
(Drainage area: 100 square miles, length of record: 81 - 82 years)
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A End of September 2022
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415546071474701 RI-BUW 395 BURRILLVILLE RI

U.S. Geological Survey
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U.S. Geological Survey
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U.S. Geological Survey
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U.S. Geological Survey
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U.S. Geological Survey
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U.S. Geological Survey
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A Monthly median
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Rhode Is
Part 3

Drought Phase

Palmer Drought
Index +

-1.0to -1.99

Table 2, Rhode Island Drought Indices and Phases

Crop Moisture
Index

0.0to-1.0

Precipitation +

Slightly Dry

-2.0to -2.99

-1.0to-1.9
Abnormally Dry

2 month cumulative below
65% of normal

Ground Water +

1 month below normal 1
month below normal

At least 2 out of 3
months below normal

)

State Guide Plan 721

Stream flow +

2 consecutive
months below
normal

3 consecutive
months below
normal

Reservoirs**

Reservair
levels at or
near normal for
the time of
ear
Small index
Reservoirs
below normal

-3.0 to -3.99

20t0-29
Excessively Dry

1 of the following criteria
met: 3 month cum. <65% or
& month cum. <70% or
12 month cum. <70%

4-5 consecutive manths
below normal

At least 4 out
of 5
consecutive
maonths below
normal

Medium index
Reservoirs
below normal

-4.0 and below

+ Major Hydrologic Indicators.

** Local triggers from the water system supply management plans will also be considered in a assessing drought phases on a regional basis. The
WRE staff will review local plans and work with suppliers to coordinate regarding drought phases and to collect, review and report surface

reservoir and ground water data.

= -2 9 Severely
Dry

2 out of 3 of the above
criteria met:

3 month cum. =65% and

& month cum. <65% or

& manth cum. <65% and

12 month cum. <65% or

3 manth cum. <65% and
12 month cum. <65%

Al least 6 out
of 7
consecutive
months below
normal

Large index
resenvoirs
below normal

Normal” is defined as the statistical average of the data for the period of record. Percentages for precipitation are relative to normal.
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science for a changing world



http://www.usgs.gov/

AL R ] VR

o Based on the State Guide Plan 721

— Conditions are Normal
» September 48%
» October 58%
 November 41%

— Streamflow statewide has been at normal
beginning in September
« Southern drought region is approaching below normal

scrme for a changing wurfd
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e Basedon theState GUIde Plan 721Jthere f

— Drought advisory calls for only 2 of past 3 months of
below normal groundwater levels
» September 38%
» October 50%
« November 38%

— Statewide conditions have returned to normal
beginning in September

e Southern and Eastern drought regions are on the cusp of
returning to below-normal levels.

science for a changing world *. .
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