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Drought Indices From Rhode Island Water 2030 Document
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October 1-19, 2020 Rainfall and Departure 

Rainfall Departure
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Oct MTD and Jul-Oct MTD Percent of Normal

October July - October
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Oct (MTD) and Sep-Oct Rainfall by Region

Drought Advisory:
Corresponding Drought 
Phase for 2 months 
<65% of normal:
Only Northwest

https://www.commerce.gov/
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3 and 6-Month Rainfall by Region
Drought Watch
Corresponding Drought 
Phase for 3 months  
<65% of normal
All but Central East and 
New Shoreham

Drought Warning 
criteria (3 and 6 month 
<65% of normal):
Central West, Eastern, 
and Southern

https://www.commerce.gov/
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2020 Year-to-date precipitation for 
Providence/TF Green. 

Total rainfall from 1/1/20-10/19/20:
28.40”

Departure from normal:
-8.50”

Drier than normal weather started in 
June and persists into October.

Normal 
cumulative 
rainfall

Actual
rainfall

https://www.commerce.gov/
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2020 Year-to-date precipitation for 
Woonsocket 

Total rainfall from 1/1/20-10/19/20:
32.98”

Departure from normal:
-7.08”

Thunderstorms brought rainfall in June 
and early July but drier than normal 
weather prevailed since the summer.

Normal 
cumulative 
rainfall

Actual
rainfall
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2020 Year-to-date precipitation for 
Kingston 

Total rainfall from 1/1/20-10/19/20:
30.88”

Departure from normal:
-10.18”

Drier than normal weather started in 
June and persists into October.

Normal 
cumulative 
rainfall

Actual
rainfall
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Temperature Departure from Normal
So far in October, temperatures are averaging 
above normal throughout the state. 

Providence/TF Green: +1.6 degrees
Woonsocket: +2.0 degrees 
Newport: +0.5 degrees

https://www.commerce.gov/
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Rankings for driest period on 
record for Rhode Island:

The 3-month period from July 
through September was the driest 
on record.

The 2-month period for August and 
September, and the 4-month 
period from June through 
September, was the 2nd driest on 
record.

Reference: NOAA National Centers for Environmental information, 
Climate at a Glance: Divisional Time Series, published October 2020, 
retrieved on October 15, 2020 from https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/
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Rankings for hottest period on 
record for Rhode Island: 

The 4-month period from June 
through September was the 
warmest on record.

Reference: NOAA National Centers for Environmental information, 
Climate at a Glance: Divisional Time Series, published October 2020, 
retrieved on October 15, 2020 from https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/
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           Palmer Drought Index
PDSI for RI: -1.86 (Prelim)
Near Normal

Corresponding Drought 
Phase for this Index:

Normal

https://www.commerce.gov/
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           Crop Moisture Index
CMI for RI: -0.36
Slightly Dry

Corresponding Drought 
Phase for this Index:

Normal

https://www.commerce.gov/


 //  15National Weather Service - Boston/Norton MA

Rainfall Forecast Through 8 am Monday 10/26

Rainfall is expected to average 
between 0.25” and 0.75” through 
next Wednesday (October 28).

Most of this should fall early next 
week (Monday-Tuesday).

More substantial rainfall is 
forecast to remain closer to the 
Great Lakes.

https://www.commerce.gov/
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Outlook for Oct 28 - Nov 3, 2020

Odds favor a good chance of above average rainfall and a 
low chance of colder than average temperatures.

Average Rainfall: 0.95” 
Average High/Low: 58/39

https://www.commerce.gov/
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1 Month Outlook- November 2020

Odds favor a good chance of warmer than average temperatures but there are no clear signals for 
above, average, or below average precipitation.

https://www.commerce.gov/
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Released Oct 15: Winter Outlook 
(Dec/Jan/Feb)

Odds favor a high chance of warmer than average temperatures but there are no clear signals for above, 
average, or below average precipitation.

https://www.commerce.gov/

